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regulations on drones? 

Our newsle�ers aim to bring to your a�en�on the contemporary legal issues which we believe are and should be of interest to the public at large and under no 
circumstances are they to be considered as legal opinions. The newsle�ers are merely intended to alert readers to interes�ng topics and/or new developments 
in  law.  © RSS 2019. No part of this newsle�er may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmi�ed, in any form or by any means, electronic, me-
chanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, unless the source is men�oned in wri�ng on the face of the reproduc�on.

June 5, 2019 

800 du Square-Victoria, #4600, Montréal QC  H4Z 1H6  •  T 514 878-2631  •  F 514 878-1865 
255 Racine St. E., #530, Chicou�mi QC  G7H 7L2  •  T 418 579-3113  •  F  418 579-3114 

230, De Mar�gny St. W, #7, Saint-Jérôme QC  J7Y 2G3  • T 450 710-0971 • F 450 710-0972  
rsslex.com 

Several new rules apply to remotely pi-
loted aircra� systems [RPAS], be�er 
known as “drones”, weighing 250 g up 
to and including 25 kg, operated under 
visual line-of-sight, that is, without bin-
oculars or video feed. Bear in mind that 
these new rules are an addi�on to other 
rules that were already in force, and 
apply to those who operate drones for 
recrea�onal, professional or research 
purposes. 

Anyone who operates a drone covered 
by the regula�ons must hold a drone 
pilot cer�ficate for basic or advanced 
opera�ons. The basic opera�ons cer�fi-
cate requires passing an online exam. 
The advanced opera�ons cer�ficate re-
quires passing a specific online exam for 

advanced opera�ons as well as a flight 
review, and submi�ng a drone safety 
assurance declara�on. All drones weigh-
ing 250 g and up must be registered 
with TC and be marked with the regis-
tra�on number.

For safety purposes, TC also requires 
that a pilot holding only a basic opera-
�ons cer�ficate maintain eye contact 
with the drone at all �me. The drone 
must be flown at specified minimal dis-
tances from bystanders, emergency op-
era�ons, public events, airports and 
heliports and other aircra�.

Even without a specific requirement, a 
prudent operator will make sure to have 
adequate liability insurance covering 

If you are a drone user, or if you’re planning to purchase one for recrea�onal or profes-
sional purposes, you should pay a�en�on to new federal regula�ons. Considering re-
cent incidents such as the collision of a drone and a plane in its final approach at the 
Québec City airport, or sigh�ngs of drones at London’s Heathrow and Gatwick airports, 
Transport Canada [TC] had no choice but to �ghten the applicable rules. As of June 1, 
2019, Canada followed the lead of numerous countries in adop�ng tougher require-
ments for drone opera�on. The key words are safety and knowledge. Nicolas Pfister 
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any damage that could be caused by the 
drone. 

Finally, any new drone operator should 
get acquainted of Part IX — Remotely 
Piloted Aircra� Systems of the Canadian 
Avia�on Regula�ons. The new rules will 
be enforced by TC and by the RCMP. 

Failure to abide by the applicable rules 
can be punished by fines, and can even 
lead to imprisonment. We strongly urge 
readers to consult with a qualified pro-
fessional for advice on the full scope of 
the new regula�ons.
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