
A Snapshot of our Recent Activity 

Our newsle�ers aim to bring to your a�en�on the contemporary legal issues which we believe are and should be of interest to the public at large and under no 
circumstances are they to be considered as legal opinions. The newsle�ers are merely intended to alert readers to interes�ng topics and/or new developments 
in  law.  © RSS 2018. No part of this newsle�er may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmi�ed, in any form or by any means, electronic, me-
chanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, unless the source is men�oned in wri�ng on the face of the reproduc�on.

August 15, 2018 

800 du Square-Victoria, #4600, Montréal QC  H4Z 1H6  •  T 514 878-2631  •  F 514 878-1865 
255 Racine St. E., #530, Chicou�mi QC  G7H 7L2  •  T 418 579-3113  •  F  418 579-3114 

rsslex.com 

M&As, Financing and Business 
Transactions 

Assis�ng a Canadian-based supplier of 
apparel, accessories and other mer-
chandise, together with its affiliates, in 
concluding an Amended and Restated 
Credit Agreement with its bank. (Sharon 
G. Druker) 

Assis�ng The Regional Group of Compa-
nies Inc., a ver�cally integrated real es-
tate investment, development and man-
agement firm, with the acquisi�on and 
secured financing of a major immovable 
in Ga�neau, Quebec, which involved a 
complex structure including numerous 
beneficial owners, as well as with crea-
�on of Quebec-based documenta�on 
for gross and net commercial leases. 
(Geneviève Goulet, Sharon G. Druker, 
Rhona Luger, Ariane Légère-Bordeleau, 
and Elyssa Leiberman) 

Tax, Estate Planning and
High-net-worth Individuals

Assis�ng and counselling the liquidators 
of a large estate and their accoun�ng 
advisors regarding the implementa�on 
of bequests in the will and cross-border 
taxa�on issues. (Herbert Z. Pinchuk, 
Rhona Luger and Éric Boulva) 

Implemen�ng a regime of gi�s mor�s 
causa to achieve irrevocable joint be-
quests of property to the children of a 
blended family, which could not have 
been possible through a will that the 
surviving spouse could have changed. 
(Mar�n Lord) 

Estate freeze for the owner of commer-
cial real estate located in Canada, in 
favour of his four children, two of whom 
reside in the USA. There was a risk that 
the US shareholders would receive 
shares subject to the US an�-deferral 
regimes. A limited partnership was cre-
ated to hold the buildings, thus offering 

A sampling of the firm’s Business Law Group’s ac�vity over the last 
few months. 
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protec�on to the shareholders. (Mar�n 
Lord) 

Implemen�ng a structure to minimize 
the tax impact of dividing the assets of a 
couple married under the partnership of 
acquests regime. Sums payable to the 
ex-wife were paid to a new company 
incorporated to avoid a personal in-
come tax rate. (Mar�n Lord) 

Real Estate and Leasing

Advising and represen�ng a Montreal-
based university in the nego�a�on with 
the owner of a neighbouring property 
for access to that property, to facilitate 
major repair work on a building. (Mar�n 
Côté) 

Advising the owner of a major apart-
ment building on its building by-law in 
an�cipa�on of the legalisa�on of canna-
bis. (Mar�n Côté) 

Represen�ng a major real estate group 
in the sale of a mixed-use complex 
($30M). (Herbert Z. Pinchuk and Rhona 
Luger) 

Advising a large US-based manufacturer 
and distributor of branded jewellery on 
various leasing ma�ers and on the sale 
of a por�on of its retail outlets to its US-
based licensor. (Herbert Z. Pinchuk) 

Con�nued representa�on of a Canadian-
based real estate developer in ma�ers 
pertaining to the development of a 
mixed-use project in Connec�cut. 
(Herbert Z. Pinchuk and Mar�n Côté) 

Providing ongoing general advice and 
prepara�on of long-term commercial 
leases for commercial real estate devel-
opers on various leasing ma�ers. 
(Rhona Luger) 

Advising a large industrial property 
owner on various environmental 
ma�ers. (Herbert Z. Pinchuk and Rhona 
Luger) 

Insolvency and Restructuring

Advising the Société de développement 
des entreprises culturelles (SODEC) for a  
mortgage foreclosure under judicial au-
thority of a movie house in Montréal. 
(Mar�n Côté and Luc Fleurant) 

Labour and Employment

Advising a large aircra� component re-
pair enterprise in its nego�a�on for the 
renewal of its collec�ve agreement with 
the union represen�ng its employees.
(Jean Denis Boucher) 

Challenging the jurisdic�on of the Com-
mission des normes, de l’équité, de la 
santé et de la sécurité du travail to hear 
a complaint under sec�on 32 of the Act 
respec�ng industrial accidents and occu-
pa�onal diseases (reprisals against an 
employee exercising rights under the 
Act) whereas the alleged facts were psy-
chological harassment, a subject ma�er 
falling under the exclusive jurisdic�on of 
the Tribunal administra�f du travail. 
(Jean Denis Boucher) 

Appearing before the Tribunal admin-
istra�f du travail and reversing a poten-
�ally costly decision of the CNESST that 
was compelling an employer to perform 
a pay equity process and audit under 
Quebec’s Pay Equity Act. (Theodore 
Goloff) 

Intellectual Property

Defending a general contractor and a 
school board before the Federal Court, 
for copyright infringement of architec-
tural plans for a soccer stadium and the 
architectural work (structure) itself. 
(Richard Uditsky) 

General Litigation,
Arbitration and Mediation

Claim for the balance of amounts due 
under a construc�on contract for a car 
wash, and defence to a 
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challenge of the validity of a legal hy-
pothec. (Normand Laurendeau) 

Appearing before the Court of Appeal 
for the mayor and a councillor of the 
City of Westmount, and the City itself, 
in a li�ga�on over a libel claim for 
$300K by a ci�zen. The claim was sum-
marily dismissed against the mayor and 
the City. (Mar�n Côté and David Para-
dis) 

Represen�ng a commercial landlord in 
the se�lement of a claim against his 
tenant over unpaid rent and compensa-
�on for the tenant’s alleged loss of en-
joyment. (Mar�n Côté and David Para-
dis) 

Defending two individuals who had 
been gi�ed the assets of an investment 
account by their mother during her final 
illness in a dispute over the validity of 
the gi� by their father, as liquidator of 
the estate. (Normand Laurendeau, with 
assistance from Sharon G. Druker for 
the corporate law aspects) 

Professional and Social
Involvement 

In March, RSS was present at the con-
ven�on of the Associa�on des entrepre-
neurs en maçonnerie du Québec. Julie 
Forest, Jean Denis Boucher and David 
Paradis gave a presenta�on on the le-
galisa�on of cannabis and its impact on 
construc�on sites.

RSS also a�ended the conven�on of the 
Associa�on québécoise du transport 
aérien, where Nicolas Drolet, Jean-
Marc For�er and Jean-François Bilo-
deau spoke on the powers of Transport 
Canada: rights and liabili�es of aircra� 
operators. 

The firm demonstrated its community 
involvement on Saturday, June 16, as a 

dozen of our lawyers and about as many 
clients and guests put on their running 
shoes and tackled the Défi Entreprises 
Montréal. The event was meant to pro-
mote fitness and raise funds for 
the Fonda�on Père Sablon.

Sharon G. Druker was selected as Chair 
of the Bar of Montréal’s Liaison Com-
mi�ee with commercial law law-
yers, whose primary objec�ve is “to en-
courage lawyers prac�sing business and 
corporate law to become more involved 
in the ac�vi�es of the Bar of Montréal”. 
Her mandate was also renewed for a 
fourth consecu�ve term as a Member-
at-Large of the Canadian Bar Associa-
�on’s Na�onal Business Law Execu�ve.

New Faces, New Premises

RSS’s Estates, Wills and Trusts Prac�ce 
Group recently welcomed William Dion-
Bernard, a notary with over ten years’ 
experience in the field. Thanks to Wil-
liam, the Group’s clients now have ac-
cess to services that reflect the training 
and approach that are characteris�c of 
members of the Chambre des notaires. 

A�er having ar�cled with us, Wendy 
Sfeir joined our Li�ga�on and Labour 
and Employment Groups upon being 
called to the Bar. Wendy comes to us 
with a law degree from the University of 
Montréal, with addi�onal courses at the 
London School of Economics and Poli�-
cal Science and the University of Gene-
va. 

Finally, RSS is now present in Saint-
Jérôme. Frédéric Savard-Sco� and 
Sébas�en Patry are opera�ng from this 
new office, where they will be coordi-
na�ng an array of services targeted to 
our ever increasing pool of clients in the 
Lauren�ans.
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